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INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

SECRET BEIRUT 4307 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, USG, MILL IS, LE 

SUB J : SOUTH LEBANON: MOVEMENT OF LEBANESE ARMY 

REF: (A) TEL AVIV 9685, (B) JERUSALEM 2063, (C) JERUSALEM 2062 
(D) JERUSALEM 2064 

1 . FOLLOWING RECEIPT REFTELS CALLED BOTH MINISTER DEFENSE 
BOUTROS AND G-2 ABDO AND READ THEM MESSAGE FROM WEIZMAN IN 
PARA 2 TEL AVIV'S 9658. BOUTROS SAID IT SOUNDED TO HIM LIKE 

A MOVE TO STALL OPERATION. HE WAS GOING TO THINK ABOUT IT 
AND CALL ME BACK. 

2. ABDO SAID MESSAGE SOUNDED TO HIM LIKE INTIMIDATION. IF 
ARMY DID NOT MOVE SOUTH TOMORROW IT WOULD NEVER GO THERE. 

HE SAID SOME CHRISTIANS HAD BEEN WORKING ON CHAMOUNS, GEMAYELS 
AND WEIZMAN TO GET THEM TO HOLD UP MOVEMENT, BUT HE DID NOT 
THINK MILITIAS WOULD POSE REAL OBSTACLE TO ARMY. IN ANY 
EVENT, THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL WEIZMAN COULD DO TO BRING THEM 
IN LINE DURING NEXT TWELVE HOURS. (I ASKED ABDO WHETHER IT 
WAS TRUE THEY WERE PLANNING PASS THROUGH MARJAYOUN INSTEAD 
OF AROUND IT AND HE SAID ABSOLUTELY NOT. THIS HAD BEEN MADE 
QUITE CLEAR TO ISRAELIS.) 
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3. BOUTROS CALLED BACK AT 2240 AND SAID WEIZMAN'S WARNING 
WAS A PRETEXT, HE HAD BEEN STIMULATED TO MAKE IT BY CHAMOUNS 
AND GEMAYELS, WHO WERE OPPOSING MOVE. IF ARMY DID NOT GO 
TOMORROW, IT WOULD NEVER GO. HE WAS CONVINCED OF THAT. THE 
ARMY HAD TO GO SOUTH FOR A NUMBER OF REASONS, AND WE MUST 
CONVINCE ISRAELIS OF THAT. WHAT COULD THEY DO IN A PERIOD OF 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


48 HOURS THAT THEY HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO DO DURING THE PAST 
SIXTY DAYS? WEIZMAN'S POSITION WAS UNACCEPTABLE. LEBANESE 
WERE NOT GOING TO TRANSIT ANY ENCLAVES. MILITIAS HAD ONE 
RAOD BLOCK SOUTH OF MARJAYOUN, AND THAT WAS ALL. THE ARMY 
WOULD GO THROUGH IT. 

4. I SAID I WAS OBLIGED TO PASS THE MESSAGE TO THEM. DECISION 
WAS THEIRS. BOUTROS ASKED WHY WEIZMAN HAD NOT OBJECTED 
EARLIER. I SAID I HAD PASSED WARNING TO ABDO THAT WEIZMAN 
THOUGHT THERE MIGHT BE TROUBLE AND WISHED THEY WOULD TAKE 
ANOTHER ROUTE. BOUTROS SAID HE WOULD LOOK AT QUESTION OF 
ROUTE. I SAID WEIZMAN WANTED THEM TO GO THROUGH NABATIYAH, 
WHICH I PRESUMED THEY WERE UNWILLING TO DO. BOUTROS, 

WHOSE GRASP OF GEOGRAPHY IS NOT STRONG, SAID HE WOULD TALK TO 
ABDO ABOUT IT. 

5. COMMENT: WE AGREE. IT IS NOW OR NEVER. HOPE WEIZMAN 
CAN BE PREVAILED UPON TO DO HIS BEST WITH CHRISTIANS. 

PARKER 

DISSIMINATION COORDINATED WITH SS/O PER CARLA SMITH. 
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